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Activity - Diagrams and Resources

Name:__________________________ 

Example: 
I like trees because they smell nice. 

I like tress because_____________________________________. 

Draw a picture of your favourite tree. 


	Text Field 23: I Like Trees 
	Text Field 24: Students will learn the different ways in which people adapt to the places in which they live.
	Grade: 1
	Time Needed: 60 min
	Subject: Language, Music 
	Key Themes: Biodiversity
	Text Field 22: Students will : Develop an awareness of ways in which people adapt to the places in which they live. Explore sounds, rhythms, and language structures with guidance and on their own. Demonstrate an awareness that writing can convey ideas or messages. Communicate ideas about personal experiences and/or familiar stories, and experiment with personalvoice in their writing. Use problem-solving skills and their imagination to create drama and dance.
	Text Field 14: Find tree branch (not too large)Sample bird nest (yarn, fabric pieces, found twigs and glue)PencilsMarkersPencil crayonsYellow marker Documents attached: I Like Trees handout 
	Text Field 15: Introduction (10 minutes) Show the students the tree you made for the classroom and tell them that trees are growing all around us, even in our classroom.  Explain to students that trees are found in forests, in our schoolyards, in our neighbourhoods and that some people use trees for special holidays in the winter and are called “Holiday Trees.” Explain to the students that we need to respect trees. Explain that respect is an act of appreciation or consideration for something or someone. Give the students examples such as using nice words such as please, thank you or no thank you and some times giving a high five or a smile.  Imagination Activity Have students participate in an activity where they use their imaginations, “This is Not a Tree.” This is Not a Tree is played by finding a tree branch (that has already fallen off a tree and is on the ground). The tree branch does not have to be big. For this game, all you need is the tree branch and an imagination. Start the activity by telling the students to get their imaginary thinking caps on and to pretend that this is not a tree. Tell them the activity is called, “This is Not a Tree” and that you want them to take the tree branch in their hands, and say each time, “This is not a tree, it’s a ___” and tell them to make up something that the tree branch can be a real life object or a classroom object like a paint brush. IGive the students a few examples by holding the tree branch, saying what it is and doing an action. 
	Text Field 26: Copyright 2010 © EcoKids.ca and Earth Day Canada, reproduction is permitted for educational purposes only. Charitable registration #13195 378RR0001.
	Assessment content: Examples for the teacher to say and do: This is not a tree, it’s a wand (wave it around like a wand)This is not a tree, it’s a tooth brush (pretend to brush your teeth)This is not a tree, it’s a computer (put the branch on the ground and pretend to type)This is not a tree, it’s a guitar (pretend to play guitar) After the activity have the students sit in front of the tree and talk about how some trees are homes to little creatures such as birds, squirrels and chipmunks. Explain that a bird creates their home in the tree by making a home called a bird’s nest. They collect twigs, mud and dirt in their mouth and make their nest to keep their eggs protected and warm. Show the students a bird’s nest if you can see one, or make one with yarn, fabric pieces and found twigs glued together in the shape of a bowl to show the students what a nest looks like**.  **If you make your own birds nest, take a bowl, and cover the inside with plastic wrap. Make sure it is tight, take some glue and the yarn, twigs and scrap fabric materials and form the materials like a nest. When the glue is dried, take the plastic wrap off the bowl; this will leave the shape of the bowl and will look like a nest. You can also use plasticine to make your nest by shaping it to form a bowl and add yarn, twigs and fabric to the plasticine when it is still wet because it will stick on its own.Ask the students, what are the similarities between our homes and bird nests? Explain that similarity means what things about our homes and bird nests that are the same. Explain to the students the similarities between our homes and bird nests are; we eat there, we sleep there, we stay warm or dry there, we live with our families there.  Culminating Activity (30 minutes)Ask students what they like about trees. Explain to them what you like about trees. Some examples include; they give us shade on a hot day, you can build a tree house in one, we can attach a swing from it if they have strong enough tree branches, they are nice to look at, they change colour during different seasons, they give us paper,etc.Explain to the students that they are going to write about, what they like about trees and why. For the writing exercise, the students will have to complete the sentence, I like trees because__________. Example, I like trees because they smell nice. Tell the students that they will also have to draw a picture of their favourite tree, whether it is a tree at home, somewhere they saw a tree, a tree from a trip, or a tree at school. Write an example on chart paper so students can see this and draw a quick picture of a tree. 
	ll: Time to sing  (15 minutes) To end the trees lesson, sing the song, “I like trees!” You can sing the song to the tune of Three Blind Mice and do the following actions along with the song. When doing the actions for the first time, explain to the students why they are doing certain actions for certain words of the song. It is probably best to introduce this song in steps by first writing the words on chart paper, while saying and pointing to the words, so the students can get familiar with the language. The second step is to sing the song to the tune of Three Blind Mice. The third step is to sing the song in tune and slowly add actions, while explaining each action. Create a poem booklet for the students and print off the lyrics of the song so they can follow along.  I Like Trees (Tune of Three Blind Mice) I like trees, I like trees (sing this part with excitement) Some are big (say this in a loud voice and have the student put their arms above their heads) or some are small (say this in a soft voice and have the students show being small with their fingers) Some have leafs or some don’t have leafs at all (have the students wave their fingers like falling leafs) I like trees, I like trees (sing this part with excitement)  


